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Bayside Companion
Dog Training
School

A well-trained dog is a happy dog!
Phone: 0400 551 042
Email: info@baysidedogs.org.au
Website: www.baysidedogs.org.au

Facebook:

Instagram:
Twitter:

@BCDTS

bcdts_

@BaysideDog

Dates to Remember:
Instructors’ Meetings:
First Sunday of the month
Close Photo Competition:
Sunday September 29th
Last Day of Training, 2019:
Sunday December 6th, 2020
First Day of Training, 2020:
Sunday January 10th, 2021

BCDTS has been operating now for over 27 years! There have been
many members during this time and we are often delighted to
welcome back members who return to train the newest family
member.
During this time the club has gone from strength to strength. In fact,
it is now possible to financially assist causes that benefit the
community, in line with our vision of being a community service
organisation.
Although there have been changes, BCDTS has maintained its
philosophy and vision. The club is not competitive but supportive
and community focussed, dogs are seen as companions and the
club’s aim is to make training fun. We aim to foster responsible dog
ownership amongst our members and the wider community and we
provide the support for this to be achieved.
The skills learned are not the typical obedience trialling skills, but
what we might call “life skills” – the skills that enable a dog to be a
wonderful family member. Some of the commands and methods are
a little different from that found in a competition club but are
intended to develop a wonderful companion.
From the beginning the work has been done by volunteers. This
reflects the spirit and philosophy of the club. It is due to the
wonderful contributions of the many volunteers over the years that
the club has been such a great success. We thank all our volunteers
for their hard work and stress that all our success is due to them!
This year has seen a particular challenge. The impact of Covid-19
has meant that we’ve suspended training sessions. We look forward
to the time when social distancing is no longer needed to protect our
community and we can meet again. Until then, we wish our
members and their families all the best,

Terry Lack (President) & Robyn Whittle (Vice-President)
OUR TRAINING TIMES & PLACE
Venue:

Committee:
Committee members 2020:
Marion Bower, Barry Gilbert,
Debbie Lack, Terry Lack,
Helen Musgrave, Robyn Whittle,
Les Woolridge
Senior Instructors: Terry Lack,
Robyn Whittle
Office Bearers:
President: Terry Lack
Vice President: Robyn Whittle
Treasurer: Marion Bower
Secretary: Debbie Lack
A0034800K

Presidents’ Report

ABN 92 051 781 961

Hodgson Reserve, Higgins Road,
Bentleigh (Melways 77, F2)

Times:

Thursdays

10:45 am

Sundays

9:45 (Beginners & yellow)
10:45 (Green & above)

New Memberships & Renewals: Registration 30 minutes before class.

Membership Fees 2019:
Family $80
Single $70

(Some concessions accepted)
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New Members’ Page
his page is for all our new members we hope to make you feel welcome
and more at home. You have joined an
organisation that is unfamiliar to you
and perhaps uses unfamiliar jargon
and procedures. It may be a little
bewildering being in a group of
people and dogs-please relax and
try to enjoy the time learning and
working with your dog.

T

Please feel free to ask your Instructor
to explain anything they have said and
do not be embarrassed by something
your dog does or doesn't do.
We understand that your dog may be
very excited or anxious to be
surrounded by so many other dogs
and people and may not be as
responsive to your commands as they
are at home. This highlights a major
benefit of training in a group situation –
eventually they will become more
obedient in a high distraction situation
or more at ease in a crowd.
We also know and understand the
frustration that may accompany the
training of a dog - we have all been
there! The good news is that it doesn't
last forever. It helps to be dealing with
these issues amongst understanding
and supportive fellow dog owners – we
aim to be both!
If you have any problems, speak to an
Instructor!

Volunteers
The school operates as a not-for-profit
club and is run by an elected
committee. All positions in the club are
voluntary and are filled by members of
the club.
We are always in need of more
volunteers to help in all sorts of ways,
such as filling green buckets with
water, lining the "poo" buckets, putting
out equipment and bringing it back in,
selling leads and chains, assisting in
the office. The list is extensive and
every little bit of assistance helps.
If you can help in any way, especially
in those critical half hours before and
after class, we would be most grateful.
If you would like to help in an ongoing
way, please speak to an Instructor or
Helper in the office.

advice. We do not recommend
any brand-name products and we
advise you to consult your vet for
information regarding your dog's
health or comfort.

Who's Who?
Most of our regular helpers wear a
blue club shirt or jacket.

•

You are required to immediately
clean up after your dog. Lined red
plastic buckets and scoopers are
provided. Green buckets with
drinking water are also provided.

•

Chains and leads can be
purchased in the
Administration/Office building.
Head collars can also be fitted
and purchased.

Administration/helpers, Instructors
& trainee instructors wear a blue
club shirt.
In addition, Instructors wear an
Instructor’s badge and may wear a
blue jacket with yellow trim and the
word Instructor written on the back.
If you have any queries regarding your
training, please speak to an lnstructor.
All our helpers will be happy to answer
your questions about the club or point
out the best person to answer your
queries.

Facilities
We are fortunate to have two rooms
with a storage shed in between. In the
Clubroom on the left we have tea &
coffee making facilities (help yourself),
toilets and Club Notice Boards.
The room on the right is the Office and
administration centre. This is where
members can join or renew their
membership, get their upgrade
certificates, buy collars & leads and
borrow from the Club library.

Ground Rules
For everyone's comfort and safety we
have some useful ground rules and
guidelines.
•

Do not allow your children to
approach any dog/puppy without
asking the owner’s permission. If
permission is given, always
supervise your child's interaction
with a dog.

•

Always approach a dog with the
hand low to pat the dog under the
chin, not on top of the head.

•

Please remember to wear your
badge at times when training at
the club. lf you forget it, please
see the Helpers in the Office for a
day pass.

•

Please understand that no
lnstructor or Helper is authorised
by this club to give veterinary

Upgrades
Congratulations to all those members
who have been upgraded recently,
especially to those who have
graduated from Beginners (white dot)
class. Keep up the good work!
The class levels are indicated by a
coloured dot on your badge. They are
white, yellow, green, pink/beige, blue
and Gold Star. A red dot is given to a
team under consideration for or
nearing Gold Star status. A few dogs
achieve the honour of Top Dog.
How do you get an upgrade?
Your Instructor will determine when
you and your dog are ready to tackle
the next level, or may consult with a
Senior Instructor. An upgrade is given
to the Handler/Dog team, with clear
emphasis on the understanding of the
handler. If you feel that you are ready,
don't hesitate to ask to be considered
for an upgrade - maybe your Instructor
will suggest areas to concentrate on to
earn this upgrade. It may be that the
handler is ready but the dog is not
quite ready; in this case a little
patience will ensure a more enjoyable
training experience at the next level!

The 3 key elements
in getting that
upgrade for you &
your dog are:
Patience
Persistence
Praise
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During 2019, donations to community causes were
made to a total of $39,240.00. Beneficiaries included:

The BCDTS AGM was held on Sunday 1st March 2020
at the BCDTS Clubrooms at Hodgson Reserve,
Higgins Road, Bentleigh.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Twenty-two members were present.
The meeting was opened after training at 11:46am.
Minutes of the previous AGM were accepted
unchanged.
The retiring President, Terry Lack welcomed everyone
to the AGM for 2020, thanked the retiring committee
for their fantastic work during 2019 and expressed
confidence that the new committee for 2020 would do
the same.
Terry thanked our Vice President Robyn Whittle for the
many hours of work and a great job she does on the
Newsletter and running Facebook BCDTS Group,
Debbie Lack (Secretary), Marion Bower (Treasurer),
our Committee Members Les Woolridge, Helen
Musgrave and Barry Gilbert and Lorraine Lack for her
great work.
Terry also thanked all the dedicated Trainers, Trainees
and helpers all the grounds people and kitchen
cleaners, office workers who have contributed to
making BCDTS the best and happiest dog training
school.
Strong membership registrations in 2019 saw the club
have 1,847 members and there has been a great start
to 2020 with many new members and plenty of old
members still attending.
Again we have made several donations during the
year, as listed below in our Treasurers Report. All
Donations were greatly appreciated.
Terry also mentioned that we have a Pet Therapy
group with Jenny & Lizzy attending Cranbourne
Nursing Home, Karen & Leonardo attending Wesley
Mission Care and Sandringham District and Memorial
Hospital and Marie & Pepper also attending
Sandringham Hospital.
The Vice-President, Robyn Whittle thanked all
Volunteers, in particular Terry and Lorraine Lack for all
their hard work, which is performed 7 days a week. In
addition to Terry’s great work as President, Lorraine’s
assists with the club finances and secretarial duties,
answers the club phone and emails, takes care of
membership enrolments and upgrades and runs the
club shop.
The Treasurer, Marion Bower, tabled copies of the
financial reports for 2019 for Attendees to inspect. She
reported an Operating Surplus, which leaves the club
in a healthy position to manage operations in 2019.
Expenses were increased due to the replacement of
ageing office furniture and fittings and provision of cold
weather jackets for the volunteers.

Sandringham Hospital
Seeing-eye-dog Victoria
World’s Greatest Shave
Reach Out
Bentleigh Cricket Club
Bentleigh Bowling Club
Bentleigh Football Club
South Oakleigh Wildlife Shelter
Noah’s Bark
Riding for the Disabled
Calvary Health Care (Bethlehem)
Smith Family
Australian Animal Protection Society

The retiring Secretary, Debbie Lack, thanked the
Committee for their assistance throughout 2019 and
tabled details of Correspondence In and Out.
As the meeting moved on to the Election of Office
Bearers, all Committee positions were declared
vacant. John Parish chaired the meeting during the
election of the committee. Nominations had been
received for all positions of Office Bearer and for
sufficient number of General Committee, enabling
positions to be filled and a committee to be elected
(satisfying the BCDTS rules of association which
specify 4 Office Bearers and 3 general members of
committee).
All Office Bearers and General Committee Members
were elected unopposed and unanimous support given
by a show of hands. There were no challenges to the
election of the new committee for 2020, effective as of
1/3/2020.
The elected Committee for 2020 is:
Office Bearers:
President:

Terry Lack

Vice-President: Robyn Whittle
Secretary:

Debbie Lack

Treasurer:

Marion Bower

General Committee:
Barry Gilbert,
Helen Musgrave,
Les Woolridge
General Business:
It was agreed to donate to The World’s Greatest
Shave, the MS Marathon and ReachOut Australia Laps for Life through support of the fundraising efforts
of long-term members Min, Claire & Jan.
The AGM was closed at 12:05 pm
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Angus
Angus has had an exciting year already … not only did
he have a first birthday party with his brothers and
sisters, his brother Samson came to stay!

Training your dog – Let’s make it simple
One of the most important factors in training your dog
is to remember that your dog is learning all the time,
whether you’re in a designated training session or not!
Keeping this in mind, here are a few tips to simplify the
whole training process.
1. Training sessions don’t need to be lengthy or
planned; a number of very short sessions
scattered throughout the day can be very
effective. [A street walk makes a great training
session, as there are many opportunities for
commands. A wonderful training opportunity is
going through the doorway or gateway ahead
of the dog!]
2. Whenever you’re with your dog, train
something! (Perhaps a single command and
reward – every little bit helps.)
3. Learn what your dog finds rewarding. It may
be treats, a scratch behind the ear or a game
with a toy.

(I think Samson had the benefit of some extra training
at Angus’ house.)

4. In the beginning, your dog does not know what
you expect of her. You need to guide and
teach her the behaviour you expect. Make
your expectations clear and consistent.
5. Think about how you and your dog interact
when you are together. Are you giving
guidance? Does your dog understand and
respond appropriately? Use this knowledge to
shape further interactions.
6. Give your dog a lot of feedback – catch them
doing a good thing and reward (praise and a
pat or treat).
7. Get feedback from the dog. Do they really
understand what you are teaching? [Vary the
routine, or where you stand – perhaps they
think DROP actually means roll over! Or they
only understand SIT when you bend over them
from the left.]
8. Get feedback from your Instructor or a friend.
Someone else may notice where your dog
may be confused, or has learned incorrectly.
9. You will have success … and you will have
failure! Don’t be disheartened; learn from the
setbacks.
10. Remember to practice handling your dog;
check the ears, the paws, run your hands
down the body. In particular, practising
STAND together with a bit of handling is great
preparation for a visit to the vet.
Using your incidental time spent with your dog as an
opportunity for short, sharp training exercises and
giving some thought to your routine interaction can
make a wonderful difference to the success of your
overall training program!

AUTUMN 2020
Dog Socialisation
As a dog owner you will hear a lot of talk about
“socialisation” of your dog. Often this is a poorly
understood concept.
In a litter the mother dog will undertake some
training of her puppies, teaching them what
behaviour is acceptable and what behaviour will
not be tolerated. She will not endure excessively
boisterous behaviour at feeding time and she will
not allow excessively rough play that may harm
other puppies. When we bring our puppy home
we need to take over the responsibility for guiding
the puppy in its interactions.
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•
•
•

Teaching your dog the behaviours you do
want, to keep you and your family – and
the dog – safe.
Teaching your dog impulse control; little
snippets of daily training and use of the
“wait” command are powerful tools!
Being a strong leader so your dog can feel
safe and secure in your guidance.

This socialisation and training may mean that you
have to step in when others interact with your
dog; you need to be an advocate for your dog and
your training program. (e.g. many people may say
“Oh, it doesn’t matter, I love a puppy” when your
dog jumps over them. You will need to insist that
your training is important, and jumping is not to be
tolerated, and perhaps ask for their help!)
Socialisation does not involve:
•

•

•
Socialising your puppy or dog involves:
•
•

•

•

Teaching your dog how to respond to and
behave around other dogs appropriately.
This may involve correcting your dog.
Teaching your dog to walk by the barking,
lunging dogs on your walks and to ignore
them. (Again, this may involve correcting
your dog and being the calm leader
yourself.)
Teaching your dog how to behave around
people – family, friends and strangers.
You must teach the dog not to jump or be
rough and pushy.
Exposing your dog to a wide range of
experiences that they may encounter in
daily life and teaching them how to
respond. Your dog must be taught to
ignore typical life distractions and
temptations and to listen to you rather
than the outside world. If your dog does
respond inappropriately you must take
responsibility by correcting and teaching.

Letting your dog interact freely and without
supervision at the park or anywhere else.
Your dog needs to be supervised and
brought under control if it does get overly
rough, excited or show other undesirable
behaviours.
Letting other people interact with your dog
in a way that might teach bad habits or
behaviours. Again, you must advocate for
your dog and the training you have done.
Exposing your dog to the world around us
and letting it behave aggressively or
fearfully without appropriate guidance.

Socialisation is all about teaching your dog how to
behave and exist in the world...properly.
Interactions and exposure to the world without
guidance will not result in a “well-socialised” dog.
You will need to teach your dog what is right and
what is wrong. They are in a world that they don’t
understand and, having brought them into our
home, it is our job to guide them and provide the
training that keeps them safe, secure and
content.
A well-socialised dog feels comfortable and at
ease in the world – and that comes as much from
our guidance as it does from exposure and
interactions.
Loving and caring for your dog involves “doing the
hard yards” – providing the training and the
boundaries as well as the cuddles and the pats.
And this can be frustrating and exhausting in the
beginning. But, in the end:
“A well-trained dog is a happy dog”.
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Little paws in great hands
Proudly providing progressive veterinary solutions and professional healthcare to your
beloved furry family members since 1994 (previously John The Vet).
(03) 9563 9711
166 Jasper Road Bentleigh 3204
www.furryfamilyvet.com.au

Advertisement: Introducing the new team at The Furry Family Veterinary Clinic
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Gluten-free Chocolate Macaroons

★

Barb Starr
1/2 Cup
1 ¼ Cup
¾ Cup
185g
1
½ Cup
¼ Cup
1 teaspoon
Filling
60g
½ teaspoon
¾ Cup
2 teaspoons

Firmly packed brown sugar (100g)
Self raising flour (185g)
Plain flour (110g)
Butter
Egg
Coconut (45g)
Raspberry Jam (60ml) approximately
vanilla essence
Butter
Vanilla essence
icing sugar mixture (120g)
Milk

Beat butter, essence, sugar and egg in small bowl with
electric mixture until smooth. Stir in sifted flours and coconut.
Roll rounded teaspoons of mixture into shapes, place about
3cm apart on greased oven trays, flatten slightly; roughen
with fork. Bake in a moderate oven about 12 minutes or until
lightly browned. Cool on wire racks. Sandwich biscuits with
jam and filling. (Makes about 25)
Filling: Beat butter, essence and sifted icing sugar in a small
bowl with electric mixer until light and fluffy, beat in milk.

CLUB SHOP & LIBRARY


Our club shop is located in the office.
Our shop has leads, collars, head collars etc. All prices are
discounted and any proceeds support the club. We do not
believe in an on-line shop as we strongly believe that it is
important that your choice of product and its fitting or
adjustment is appropriate for you and your dog. Sales are
made with appropriate fitting.
Cash or cheque only.

¨
The Club Library has a variety of dog-related reading
including a number of excellent books on training.
In addition, handouts include ‘Canine First Aid’, ‘Hand
Signals for Commands’ and ‘Kids and Dogs’. Books can be
found in the Clubrooms (with the tea & coffee facilities).

"
From the Editor
Thank you to all those who
contributed to this issue of Dog Talk,
in particular Barb Starr and Neil
Mackay.

Thank you!
To our members:
Do you have questions that you
would like addressed in our
newsletter? Let me know your
suggestions – your Instructor or the
team in the Office will point me out.
We are always looking for interesting
stories or photos so let us know your
ideas!
Robyn Whittle

Q: What do these people have in
common?
A financial analyst, a courier, a
landscape gardener, a book-keeper, a
medical practice manager, a cook, an
electoral official, a software analyst, a
systems engineer, a teacher, a dog
groomer, a dog walker, a retiree, a
scientific researcher, a diversional
therapist, an events manager, a
radiographer… and more!

A: They all help out at BCDTS!

Are you able to help?
BCDTS is run by volunteers for the
benefit of all members and the
community. There are many little
ways that all members are able to
help out. Perhaps you are able to
arrive a little early before class to help
set up equipment, or to stay a little
later to help pack up? Sweep the
floor? Contribute to the newsletter or
be the Editor? Become an Instructor?
All help is greatly appreciated!

